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FRANKLIN COUNTY RISE SCHOLARSHIP FAQ’s
Updated October 12, 2026

1. When does my current RISE scholarship end?
Your current one-year RISE scholarship ends November 30, 2026. It will remain funded through that date, consistent with your existing award.

2. Why is my scholarship ending?
Franklin County RISE was supported through temporary American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding provided in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Those funds must be spent by the end of 2026, and the current scholarship year concludes November 30.

3. Is my scholarship ending early?
No. RISE scholarships are one-year awards, and the current scholarship year is scheduled to end November 30.

4. Do I need to change child care providers now?
No. This notice does not require you to change providers. Your current RISE scholarship remains in place through November 30. Families can continue making child care decisions based on their needs.

5. Will RISE scholarships be available again in 2027?
Franklin County is working to determine how it can continue supporting affordable, quality early learning beyond the temporary ARPA funding. No new scholarship opportunities or future awards have been announced at this time.

6. Will my scholarship automatically renew?
No. RISE scholarships have always been awarded for one year at a time. Receiving a scholarship in one year does not guarantee funding in a future year.

7. Can I apply for other child care assistance?
Other assistance programs, including Publicly Funded Child Care (PFCC) and Ohio's Child Care Choice Voucher Program, may be available depending on your circumstances. If you've previously been found ineligible, changes in your household circumstances may affect your eligibility. Action for Children can help you understand whether it's worth exploring these options again.

8. Who can I talk to if I have questions about child care options?
Action for Children's Information and Referral team can help families explore child care options and available assistance. Questions specifically about RISE funding or future program decisions should be directed through the established RISE communication channels.

9. Will my provider continue participating in RISE after November 30?
Future provider participation requirements have not been finalized or announced. The current communication does not change your provider's participation during the existing scholarship period.

10. Will Franklin County continue investing in early learning?
Franklin County remains committed to supporting early learning for children, families, and providers. The County is working to determine how to build on the lessons and successes of RISE through its broader early learning strategy.
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